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COSHH essentials

Overview :

« What is it?

« Who needs it?
 Who developed it?

* Does it work?

« What’s in it for me?

=12

HSE




Occupational Ill Health in Britain

Cases - total

Lower respiratory diseases 200 000
Asthma : 7 000
Skin disease | 66 000
Pneumoconiosis - 19000
Cancer (per year) 6 000 — 12 000
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Influence of OELs
Study:
« 1,000 firms |
 Profile reflected UK industry
« 150 Trade Union representatives™

Resulis:

» Most chemical users take steps to protect
employees.

» Heavy reliance on suppliers.

» OELs play very little part in risk assessment
or risk management decisions in SMEs.
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The Challenge

» 1.3 million businesses in GB use chemicals

» Small firms have difficulty applying risk
assessment to chemicals

> Lack of understanding of OELs
» Many chemicals don’t have OELs

> SMEs want practical help
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(54% of total workforce)
l Anpual Business Enquiry 2000 |
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What is COSHH essentials?
> Guidance on good control practice
> Practical - plain English - no technical terms
» Step-by-step risk assessment
> Provides solutions - identifies adequate control
> Tells you when expert help is needed

Also: Technical basis for expert users gg
HSE
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+ Asbestos essentials
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Two Things Make COSHH
essentials Possible

There are few

basically different

approaches to

control. So we can

band risks

Many problems have
been met - and
solve_d — before
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Identify Hazard

|

Risk

Managem‘ent

Assess Risk

Review | <«

|

Decide Control

1

Monitor

<«<— | Implement Control
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Risk Management

COSHH essentials - Generic
Task: How much?

How dusty?

R Phrase?

Risic

Identify Control |

Review | “——| Monitor | “—— | Implement Control |
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'Risk Management

> Prevention
> Substitution

> OELs

» Monitoring |
» Health surveillance

COSHH
essentials
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COSHH essentials

Control guidance:
Access

Design and equipment
Maintenance
Examination and testing
Cleaning

PPE (plus ‘S’ sheet)
Training

Supervision

Employee checklist
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e-COSHH essentials — Phase 2

* Asthmagens
»Isocyanates
> Flour
>Wood

* Process generated
»Foundry
>Rubber

" >Wood
* Service & Retail

* Health Surveillance

Launched | .
8 October 2003 l?‘SEE

Identify Control

l

Review | | Monitor

— | Implement Control
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COSHH essentials — Does it Work?

Evaluation
. Does it give the same advice as an expert?

. Does it deliver target exposure ranges?
» Do users like it?

. Is it used?

. |s it used properly?

. Has it improved control of exposure?
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COSHH essentials

Technical Credibility Usability
» ACTS subgroup > Market testing

» BOHS / BIOH (FOH) » Public

consultation

> Peer-reviewed

papers

T~

consultation

> Presentations &
feedback

/

Pilot
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COSHH essentials -
Schedule for Completion

Month | Milestone Action
1 | Initiation — ACTS CEWG
7 1 Draft 1 - HSE Occ Hygienists
10 2 Draft 2 - HSE Industry Sectors
12* 3 Draft 3 - Industry Experts
18 4 Draft 4 - ACTS CEWG
20 COSHH essentials website

* l'hgp'ut for Stakeholder generated

<>
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COSHH essentials

Does it deliver target exposure ranges?

Martin Tischer, BAuA:
~ » Solids - within range
. Medium scale liquids - within range or lower

« Small scale liquids — some exposures above
range (small data set)

Control Banding Workshop, London, 4-5 November
2002. Selected papers in Annals of Occupational
Hygiene Vol 47, No. 7, October 2003
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COSHH essentials

Do users like it?

Telephone survey of 500 purchasers of papér
" COSHH essentials

80% had used it

Only 5% found it difficult to use

75% had taken action

95% would recommend to other businéSses
=4 =
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Telephone Survey of COSHH
essentials Purchasers

Substitute

Changed work procedures

Change the control measure used

Provide infermation or training to
workers

Check existing control measures are
working " : ’

e "";agg
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COSHH essentials

Is it used?
« >500,000 visits
« >130,000 visitors

« >180,000 risk assessments
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COSHH essentials

Evaluation

. Gives the same advice as an expert

« Delivers target exposure ranges

« Users like it

» Used widely

. Is it used properly?

. Has it improved control of exposure?
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What’s in it for me?

Employer — Knows what to do for compliance
Trade Assoc. — Informed members, develop '

| good practice
Supplier — Good practice limits liability
Employee — Knows health protected or when

| things are wrong
Trade Union - Trained, informed representatives
Academia, — Expert input
Prof. bodies
Regulator — Common benchmark for compliance

Consensus on Good Control %SEE




COSHH essentials

Thank you
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