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John Howard is the former Director of the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health in the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services in Washington, D.C.   

Currently, Dr. Howard is a Distinguished Consultant in the Public Health Law Program of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Prior to his appointment as Director of NIOSH, Dr. Howard served as Chief of the Division of Occupational 
Safety and Health in the California Department of Industrial Relations from 1991 through 2002.   

Dr. Howard received his Doctor of Medicine from Loyola University of Chicago in 1974, his Master of 
Public Health from the Harvard School of Public Health in 1982, his Doctor of Law from the University of 
California at Los Angeles in 1986, and his Master of Law in Administrative Law from the George 
Washington University in Washington, D.C. in 1987.   

Dr. Howard is board-certified in internal medicine and occupational medicine.  He is admitted to the 
practice of medicine and law in the State of California and in the District of Columbia, and he is a member 
U.S. Supreme Court bar.  He has written numerous articles on occupational health law and policy.  
 


